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President’s Newsletter – February 2020 
Welcome to another year of golf.  A warm welcome to all new members of the golf club: 

David Lomax 

Garry Joyce – 9 hole 

Ivan Skorykh 

Adrian Lomax – 9 hole 

Julian Howard – Country Member 

Colleen Howard – Country Member 

Gladys Plamer – 9 Hole 

Casey Watson 

Matt Paul – Remote 

Tom Hau 

Lance Heger 

Max Simmons – 9 hole 

Barry Petherick 

Mark Wakefield – Country Member 

Junior Golf – Update and Volunteers Needed 
The Junior golf programme will kick off again on Friday 14 February (from 3.30pm to 5pm) and run 

through to the end of daylight saving.  We have some volunteers helping but could use more.  Alan Curie 

will provide coaching alternate weeks and the juniors will get out on the course the weeks he isn't there.   

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP?  If you can help (even if not every week) please call Mark Duston or Stewart 

Thomspon (numbers in the programme book). 

Junior golfers are the future of our club and will keep the game alive and well. 

We are looking for a minimum of five volunteers to join the  Manawatu-Wanganui Golf, in partnership 

with NZ Golf, programme to assist clubs with Junior programme development with the intention of 

making junior golf programmes at clubs sustainable.   We want to be part of that programme which will 

result in: 

1. NZ Golf to provide each participant club a SNAG Golf Kit to the value of $5,000. 

2. Each participant club having a minimum of 5 volunteers trained to deliver junior sessions at the 

clubs.  Training will be conducted by NZ Golf and Rhys Watkins. 
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3. Once training complete a 5 week training programme to be delivered to young golfers new to 

the game. 

4. Clubs will be provided with $50 per session (this could be used to provide vouchers to volunteer 

coaches for their time, otherwise for the club to do as they please). 

5. The Futures club kit to be provided to each club which has resources on running a session – 

particularly games to include in the sessions. 

6. Once programme is complete, we will work with each club to help with resources to maintain a 

sustainable programme with the trained volunteers to lead. 

Each club needs to identify the 5 volunteers to take part in the training. 

We have been approached by a couple of schools wanting to integrate in their school programme which 

we have had to turn away at this time.  Once we have completed the programme we may be able to 

help them out and will have some awesome resources to encourage juniors into the game. 

New Green Pin Fittings 
On Tuesday 11 February 2020 a new addition was added to the pins allowing your ball to be taken out of 

the hole without having to use your putter or the pin to get your ball out (possibly damaging the edges 

of the hole). 

Players Committee Update 
It has been a busy start to the year for the player’s committee, with interclub tournaments starting, the 

opening day tournament, and the upcoming start of the monthly medal. 

Upcoming Events 
The 2020 monthly medal tournament has been sponsored by Lifetime.  The first round is on Saturday 

15th February.  The monthly medal is open to all club members, men and women, and can be entered as 

part of your regular haggle.  Please see the rules posted in the clubhouse.  Very early starters (ladies and 

men) can sign up with Dave Giddens at the start of the day and complete formalities when the club is 

open.  Others, please make sure you select Monthly Medal as the competition when drawing your card.  

Entry fee is $2 per round. 

Mens’ pennants (A, C, and Handicap) start their matches on Sunday 16th February.  Good luck and good 

golf to all teams participating. 

Ladies’ are playing at Miramar on 18th February and on the 22nd, Paraparaumu Ladies will be visiting 

Levin to challenge for the McKay / Sterne shield. 
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Take note of the upcoming Lefties tournament – 22nd and 23rd February, see notice board. 

Recent Events 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the opening day tournament, sponsored by Crighton ITM.  The 

field of 68 enjoyed a sunny day.  Congratulations to all the winners, with some excellent scoring on the 

day: 

• Overall best gross – Kim Ballantyne 

• Ladies best gross – Karina MacDonald 

• Ladies 1st net – Mary Keenan 

• Ladies 1st stableford – Claire Chapman 

• Mens 1st net – Tony Ahie 

• Mens 1st stableford – Tama Paki 

Prizes went to about half the field, due to the availability of some remaining sponsorship from 2019 that 

had to be used.  We don’t anticipate being able to go that far in the field in future. 

Men’s Summer Cup was concluded on Saturday 8th February (best 4 of 6 rounds Stableford).  

Congratulations to the winner: 

1st Dobbie Martin 

2nd Graeme Cliff 

3rd Phillip Young 

The Men’s Presidents Cup team hosted Marton on Saturday 8th February for the first round.  The 

Marton team were very complementary about the condition of the course and credit goes to Bully and 

his team for continued great course preparation.  Some of the pin positions for the day were very 

challenging.  Levin prevailed 7.5 to 4.5. 

Ladies Silver and District pennants were played at Rangatira on February 10th.  Apparently the course 

was very dry. 

Your Players Committee 
Russ Baldwin, Ann Davies, Ivan Franklin, Dave Giddens, Peter Holmes, Helen Latham, Tony Newling 

(chair), Nan Sterne. 
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